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Press release

Rio Tinto partners with WA Government to develop vibrant
communities in the Pilbara

27 November 2009

Rio Tinto Iron Ore chief executive Sam Walsh today signed an memorandum of

understanding with the Premier of Western Australian, Colin Barnett, and the Minister for
Regional Development, Brendon Grylls, as the first step towards a town redevelopment

strategy in the Pilbara.

The MoU will lead to the formalising of a co-operative partnership between the State

Government and Rio Tinto.

Mr Walsh said: "Rio Tinto is committed to providing our Pilbara communities with new

opportunities to have a sustainable future and to plan for the longer term."

"Together with the state and local governments, we will examine opportunities to plan,
develop and implement a town and community development strategy for the Pilbara, with

an initial focus on the revitalisation of Dampier."

The Pilbara towns of Dampier, Wickham, Tom Price, Paraburdoo and Pannawonica were

all built by Rio Tinto subsidiaries in the 1960s and 1970s.

Rio Tinto continues to have a role in providing infrastructure and services to these
in partnership with government.

About Rio Tinto

towns

Rio Tinto is a leading international mining group headquartered in the UK, combining
Rio Tinto plc, a London and NYSE listed company, and Rio Tinto Limited, which is listed

on the Australian Securities Exchange.

Rio Tinto's business is finding, mining, and processing mineral resources. Major p

roducts

are aluminium, copper, diamonds, energy (coal and uranium), gold, industrial minerals
(borax, titanium dioxide, salt, talc) and iron ore. Activities span the world but are strongly

represented in Australia and North America with significant businesses in South A
Asia, Europe and southern Africa.

Registered in Australia Rio Tinto Limited 120 Collins Street Melbourne 3000 Australia ABN 96 004 458 404
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For further information, please contact:

Media Relations, Australia

Gervase Greene
Office: +61 (0) 8 9327 2975
Mobile: +61 (0) 408 098 572

Tony Shaffer
Office: +61 (0) 3 9283 3612
Mobile: +1 202 256 3667

Media Relations, Americas

Tony Shaffer
Office: +61 (0) 3 9283 3612
Mobile: +1 202 256 3667

Investor Relations, Australia

Dave Skinner
Office: +61 (0) 3 9283 3628
Mobile: +61 (0) 408 335 309

Simon Ellinor

Office: +61 (0) 7 3361 4365
Mobile: +61 (0) 439 102 811

Investor Relations, North America
Jason Combes

Office: +1 (0) 801 204 2919

Mobile: +1 (0) 801 558 2645

Email:
questions@riotinto.com

Websites:
WWw.riotinto.com
WwWW.riotintoironore.com

Media Relations, London

Nick Cobban
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 1138
Mobile: +44 (0) 7920 041 003

Christina Mills
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 1154
Mobile: +44 (0) 7825 275 605

Media Relations, Canada

Stefano Bertolli
Office:: +1 (0) 514 848 8151
Mobile: +1 (0) 514 915 1800

Investor Relations, London

Mark Shannon
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 1178
Mobile: +44 (0) 7917 576597

David Ovington
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 2051
Mobile: +44 (0) 7920 010 978

High resolution photographs available at: http://www.riotinto.com/media/photolibrary.asp
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